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Onshi Hakone Park

Onshi Hakone Park opened in 1886. It was
built on the site where the Hakone Imperial
Villa, which served as a summer retreat for
the imperial family members and welcomed
foreign guests, had been built. Although the
original building of the imperial villa has
collapsed from two great earthquakes, the
foundations (cornerstones) of the building and
the 200-step staircase still remain. The
beautiful scenery from the Lakeside
Observation Building modeled after the
imperial villa is almost the same as it was
when the old building was still there. You can
enjoy a great view of the stately Mt. Fuji and
Lake Ashi, and the beautiful garden decorated
with seasonal cherry blossoms and wild lilies
as well as the autumn leaves in the fall.
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Mishima Municipal Park Rakujuen
Rakujuen is a garden that was built on the
site where the villa of Prince Komatsu
Akihito, a popular figure during the Meiji
Restoration, was built, and therefore, is closely
connected to the imperial family. Because
Rakujuen is built on top of a lava bed from
Mt. Fuji, you can observe lava stones
everywhere in the garden. It is a natural park
located just south of Mishima Station with a
land area 1.5 times that of Tokyo Dome. There
is also Rakuju-kan, a building that has been
designated a cultural asset by the city. Inside,
you can see many works of decorative
paintings made by imperial household artists
(artists who are of the living national treasure
class) which are also designated prefectural
cultural assets.
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Numazu Imperial Villa Memorial Park
The Numazu Imperial Villa was originally
built in 1893 as a retreat for Emperor Taisho
(then Crown Prince). The villa was used by
the successive Emperors and Empresses as
well as other imperial family members for
many years, until it was closed in 1969. The
reason it was such a treasured place is because
Numazu is a location that satisfies various
conditions suitable for imperial villas, such as
climate, natural features, scenery, and access.
After the villa was closed, the site opened as
Numazu Imperial Villa Memorial Park in
1970. The park is separated into three areas:
the main building site, the West annex, and
the East annex. In 2016, a part of the park
where the former Numazu Imperial Villa
stood became a nationally designated Place of
Scenic Beauty.
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Chichibunomiya Memorial Park

Chichibunomiya Memorial Park was built on
the site where Chichibu Imperial Prince
Yasuhito’ s villa was first built and used in
1941. Following the will of Imperial Princess
Chichibu Setsuko who died in 1995, the villa
was bequeathed to the city of Gotemba and
was refurbished and opened to the public as
Chichibunomiya Memorial Park in 2003. The
main building of the villa with 300-year-old
thatched roof has been designated a cultural
asset by Gotemba City. The over 130-year-old
weeping cherry blossom tree that surrounds
the main building with its magnificent
blossoms every spring is another special
attraction for visitors.
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I Gardens with a connection to the imperial family

Getting to know the history and culture of the imperial family
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I Fuji, Hakone, Izu "The Garden Related
to the Imperial Family" Tourism Council
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